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Abstract
Prior to practicing independently, radiology trainees spend considerable time and energy to learn and understand the practice of radiology. However, upon graduation trainees are often deficient in understanding the business of hospitals and the structure of reimbursement. Specifically, the workflow of relative value units (RVUs) and its impact on practice of radiology after completing training. In this manuscript, we provide a resource for trainees to understand the workflow of physician reimbursement. This article includes information on the mixed model healthcare structure of the United States and two government programs that influence reimbursement: Diagnosis-Related Groups (DRG) and Hospital Value-Based Purchasing (HVBP) programs. Furthermore, we explain the method by which the Center of Medicare and Medicate Service's (CMS) reimburses physicians via the Medicare Physician Fee Schedule (MPFS) using the Resource Based Relative Value Scale. Understanding the structure of these payments along with the challenges and current landscape of radiology reimbursement will help new radiologists prior to seeking employment where reimbursements are integral to contract expectations.
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